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			Indeed, Christmas is a very special period, not just in Nigeria but in the entire world. Christians celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ on December 25, and the day has also become synonymous with merrymaking.

Some influential figures in Nigeria however did not spend Christmas with their families but behind the cold bars of prison cells.

A top shot currently in prison is Joshua Dariye, a former Governor of Plateau State.

A Federal Capital Territory (FCT) High Court had in June 2018 sentenced Dariye to 16 years in prison for N1.126 billion fraud. He was to serve two-year and 14-year jail terms concurrently, with no option of fine, but a Court of Appeal reduced his term by four years.

He was convicted for two main categories of offences, namely criminal breach of trust and criminal misappropriation.






In 2007, the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) charged him with money laundering, accusing him of diverting the amount from the Plateau government’s ecological fund through Ebenezer Reitner Ventures, an unregistered company.

 Ibrahim El-Zakzaky
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Though a Muslim, Ibrahim El-Zakzaky, leader of the Islamic Movement in Nigeria (IMN), on Friday spent his sixth consecutive December 25 behind bars. El-Zakzaky and his wife, Zeenat, were arrested by security operatives on December 14, 2015, after a clash between his followers and officers of the Nigerian Army.

At least 500 Shiites were killed during the incident with no army officer charged for the crime ever since.

But, El-Zakzaky and Zeenat have remained in detention despite several court orders for their release.

They are both facing eight counts of culpable homicide, unlawful assembly and disruption of public peace, among others.

The government accused the IMN of not recognising the Nigerian constitution and authority.

His prolonged detention has fuelled several protests by members of the Shiite movement in many Nigeria cities.

Jolly Nyame
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Another convict who probably had his Christmas meals inside the prison is Jolly Nyame, a former Governor of Taraba State

Upon leaving office in 2007, Nyame was charged by the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) for a fraud of N1.64 billion in 41 counts of fraud.

In 2007, the former governor admitted to misappropriating N180 million out of N250 million meant for stationery in Taraba State and offered to return the same.

On May 30, 2018, Nyame was convicted by the High court of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja, under the ruling of Justice Adebukola Banjoko for the charges against him and was sentenced to 14 years in prison. He was also asked to refund the monies he diverted.

In November 2018, The Court of Appeal in Abuja affirmed his conviction on 29 counts.

The Appellate court however reviewed the sentences imposed by the trial court and sentenced him to five separate 12-year jail terms which were to run concurrently instead of the initial 14-year jail term, and ordered him to pay a fine of N185 million.

On 7th February, 2020, the Supreme Court affirmed the 12-year jail term judgment and set aside the fines imposed on him by the courts on the grounds that they were outrageous and done without any prompting.

Abdulraheed Maina
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Another influential person currently in prison is Abdulraheed Maina, former Chairman of the defunct Pension Reform Task Team (PRTT).

In July 2015, the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) charged Maina alongside former Head of Service, Steve Oronsaye, Osarenkhoe Afe and Fredrick Hamilton B Global Services Limited for alleged procurement fraud and obtaining by false pretense.

Four months after, the former pension chief was declared wanted by the EFCC for N2 billion Pensions Biometric Scam after he fled to Saudi Arabia.

Maina was arraigned before Justice Okon Abang of the Federal High Court, Abuja on October 25, 2019, by the anti-graft agency alongside his firm, Common Input Property and Investment Ltd.

Although he is now facing 12 counts bordering on money laundering to the tune of N2 billion, he had pleaded not guilty to all the charges.

Maina was extradited to Nigeria after his arrest in Niger Republic in November 2020. He had jumped bail, leading to the arrest of Ali Ndume, a serving Senator, who stood as his surety.

 


			
		


				
			
				
						
							[image: Photo of National Network]
						
					National Network
						
							
							Send an email
						
					January 6, 20210 3 minutes read 


		
			
				
				
					 Facebook
				
				
					 LinkedIn
				
				
					 Tumblr
				
				
					 Pinterest
				
				
					 Reddit
				
				
					 VKontakte
				
				
					 Odnoklassniki
				
				
					 Pocket
				
				
					 WhatsApp
							

		


					

		


		

		
		
			
										
							
							 Share
						

						
				
					 Facebook
				
				
					 Twitter
				
				
					 LinkedIn
				
				
					 Tumblr
				
				
					 Pinterest
				
				
					 Reddit
				
				
					 VKontakte
				
				
					 Odnoklassniki
				
				
					 Pocket
				
				
					 WhatsApp
				
				
					 Share via Email
				
				
					 Print
							

		


		
	

	
	

		
		

								
						
							[image: Photo of National Network]						
					

					
			

											National Network

						
				
									


					
									
										
										Website
									
								

			

			

		

		
			
				
					
						
							
						

					

				

				
					Gov Wike Applauds Chidi Lloyd For Honouring  Late Father, Akpabu Community

				
			


			
			
				
					
						
							
						

					

				

				
					Prominent Nigerians Who Died In 2020

				
			


			

	

				

					
						Related Articles

					


					

					
							

								
			[image: ]
								King Baridam Warns Against Risky Divestment Without Environmental Accountability


								12 hours ago
							


						
							

								
			[image: ]
								Traditional Rulers, Govt Officials’ Alliance, Key To Peace, Development – King Baridam


								12 hours ago
							


						
							

								
			[image: ]
								King Suanu Baridam Backs New MOSOP Leadership


								12 hours ago
							


						
							

								
			[image: ]
								HYPREP Raises Concerns Over Artisanal Refineries In Ogoniland


								6 days ago
							


						
					

				


				

		

			
		Leave a Reply Cancel reply
Your email address will not be published. Required fields are marked *
Comment * 
Name * 

Email * 

 Save my name, email, and website in this browser for the next time I comment.

 



	

	

	



	


	




	

		
			Check Also


			
				Close
			
		


		
				

			

			
			News[image: ]		

	
	
		HYPREP Raises Concerns Over Artisanal Refineries In Ogoniland

		
			6 days ago		

	




		

	


	
	
		
			By National Network

	

			

			
			[image: ]		

	
	
		CACN Prelate, Most Rev’D Abbey Urges Peace, Unity In Rivers

		
			12 hours ago		

	


	

			

			
			[image: ]		

	
	
		King Baridam Warns Against Risky Divestment Without Environmental Accountability

		
			12 hours ago		

	


	

			

			
			[image: ]		

	
	
		Traditional Rulers, Govt Officials’ Alliance, Key To Peace, Development – King Baridam

		
			12 hours ago		

	


	

			

			
			[image: ]		

	
	
		King Suanu Baridam Backs New MOSOP Leadership

		
			12 hours ago		

	


	

			

			
			[image: ]		

	
	
		Gov Fubara Emphasizes Peace, Unity, As Christians Celebrate Easter

		
			7 days ago		

	



All (10907)

Recent Posts

	

			

			
			[image: ]		

	
	
		CACN Prelate, Most Rev’D Abbey Urges Peace, Unity In Rivers

		
			12 hours ago		

	


	

			

			
			[image: ]		

	
	
		King Baridam Warns Against Risky Divestment Without Environmental Accountability

		
			12 hours ago		

	


	

			

			
			[image: ]		

	
	
		Traditional Rulers, Govt Officials’ Alliance, Key To Peace, Development – King Baridam

		
			12 hours ago		

	


	

			

			
			[image: ]		

	
	
		King Suanu Baridam Backs New MOSOP Leadership

		
			12 hours ago		

	


	

			

			
			[image: ]		

	
	
		HYPREP Raises Concerns Over Artisanal Refineries In Ogoniland

		
			6 days ago		

	







		

	
	




	
			
				
					
		
			

									
						
				[image: ]

					
					

					

			
				

			

					

				
				
									
						Contact us

			 Tel: +234 803 509 8704

 Mobile: +234 803 509 8704

 E-mail: info@https://nationalnetworkonline.com



		

	Facebook
	Twitter
	YouTube
	Instagram
	RSS

 


					

				
									
											

				
			

		


						

			

			
			
				
					
						

							© Copyright 2024, All Rights Reserved 
For emergency cases  +234 803 509 8704
	Facebook
	Twitter
	YouTube
	Instagram
	RSS

 

						

					

				

			

			



		
			
				
				
					 Facebook
				
				
					 Twitter
				
				
					 WhatsApp
				
				
					 Telegram
				
				
					 Viber
							

		


		

		
			
			Back to top button
		
	
		


		
	
		

			
				Close
			


			
				

											
							
				
					Search for:
					
				
				
			
							

						
					
											


											
								Facebook
	Twitter
	YouTube
	Instagram
	RSS

 
						

						
				

			

							
					Recent Comments

	
									
						
							[image: Photo of Emilia Emene]						
					

					
				
					
						Emilia Emene					
					I'm expecting this to work out for me, I'll be so grateful a...

				


			
	
									
						
							[image: Photo of Paulette Austine]						
					

					
				
					
						Paulette Austine					
					Good.one .a man who did not forget his roots and days of lit...

				


			



				

			
		

	

	
	








		
			
				Close
			
			

				

										
							
							
								
								Search for
							
						

						
				


			

		

			
		
			Close
		
		
			
				

					
						Log In 

					


					
						
	

		
			
			
				
				Forget?
			


			
			
				 Remember me			

			
			
			Log In

					


		
	

						

				

			

		

	

					

				


 

				


 

			

		

		
		
